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Jacksonville Waterways Commission

Lori Boyer, Chair

FLORIDA INLAND NAVIGATION DISTRICT (FIND) SUBCOMMITTEE
December 10, 2018
Conference Room A, Suite 425, City Hall
10:00 A.M.
In Attendance:  Commissioners Jill Haskell (Chair), Garrett N. Barket; Commissioner Raymond S. Pringle. Jr. was excused;  Captain Jim Suber;  Assistant General Counsel Susan Grandin; Bob Skalitzky, Chief, Natural and Marine Resources Division, Brian Burket, Natural Resources Recreation Specialist, Parks, Recreation & Community Services Department; Jessica Matthews, Legislative Services Supervisor, Ladayija Nichols, Jessica Smith, Legislative Assistants; John J. Jackson, Research Assistant. (See attached sign-in sheet for additional attendees).
The Chair, Commissioner Haskell, called the meeting to order at 10:05 A. M, and requested that attendees identify themselves for the record.

The chair announced that the purpose of the meeting was to review potential FIND projects.  She asked Brian Burket to define FIND and explain how FIND funding can be utilized.
Mr. Burket explained what the Florida Inland Navigation District entailed.  He explained the annual application process and timeline.  It is a 50/50 matching grant process.  FIND has awarded the County between $1.3 and 1.4 million in the last couple of years.

Mr. Burket explained the design and construction phases of FIND project with each phase being a two-year commitment with an extension option for a third additional year for a project’s completion.  FIND projects had to be waterways-related projects that enhance the public’s access to waterways such as boat ramps, kayak launches, docks, bulwark replacement, fishing piers and other undertakings.  In addition to design and construction projects, there are acquisition projects as well.  With acquisition projects, however, FIND only reimburses the County 25%.
Supplemental funding sources for projects include CIP funds and Big P grants, the latter being federal funding administered by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

Mr. Burket described a spread sheet that he had distributed that cited the status of proposed and projected FIND design, construction and acquisition projects for the years 

2016 through 2021.  He provided a detailed description of each project.

The subcommittee discussed at some length the Johnston Island acquisition project.  John November, Executive Director, Public Trust Environmental Legal Institute of Florida, explained the potential of Johnston Island as a park.  He reported that the Mayors of Atlantic Beach have been interested in Johnston Island as a park since 1999.  He reported that the City of Atlantic Beach would be applying to FIND for funding for the Johnston Island Park project.  Mr. November explained that Johnston Island does not need much work; a kayak launch as an amenity would be helpful.  Mr. November noted possible third party funding with Neptune Beach and Atlantic Beach-based Jax Surf & Paddle.  He explained that there was plenty of room for parking in the lot below the (Atlantic Boulevard) bridge.  FDOT owns the lot.
Mr. Burket explained that the three staff recommended projects for Waterways Commission and City Council consideration are:  Mandarin Park Dock and Kayak Launch, the Oak Harbor Boat Ramp Dredge and the acquisition of Johnston Island.  Commissioner Barket moved that the subcommittee recommend approval of the staff recommended FIND projects.  Commissioner Haskell seconded the motion.
Mr. Burket briefly discussed another handout, a list of waterways-related projects recommended by the Maritime Management Plan, Council Members, civic groups and others.

In Public Comment, John Nooney commented on some of the recommended projects such as Half Moon Island and Johnston Island.

There being no further business, the subcommittee meeting was adjourned at 11:15 A. M.

John J. Jackson, Council Research Division (904) 630-1729
December 10, 2018

Posted: 4:00 P.M.
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